50th Anniversary of the Korean War

About the flag

The flag is symbolic of the unified effort of the United
States, the Republic of Korea, and our allies to stop
Communist aggression on the Korean Peninsula 50
years ago. The light blue and white streamer that runs
through the center of the flag is the U.N. Battle Streamer.
The 22 stars represent the 22 allied nations that fought
side-by-side to save South Korea. The words “FREEDOM
IS NOT FREE” were added by our veterans who, more
than anyone else, know the great price of liberty. The

KOREAN WAR

flag is in both the English and Korean (Hangul)
languages. In the center is the Taeguk symbol from

the South Korean flag, familiar to many as the symbol
for the philosophy of Yin and Yang. In Korea, known

as Eum and Yang, the symbol stands for peace and
harmony. South Korea has adopted this as their off
Commemorative Flag.

About the logo
The focal point of the 50th Anniversary of the
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Crest is the three-lobed Taeguk, known as the sam-Taeguk.

The three lobes of the sam-Taeguk are as follows:

Red and White stripes representing the United States.

Dark Blue representing th Korea.

The United Nations Light Blue with 22 Gold stars

representing the 20 U.N. countries involved in the Ko
War, plus non-U.N. member—Italy—and the Republic

of Korea.

Traditionally, the Taeguk depicted on the flag of the
Republic of Korea represents two states of being, Heaven

and Earth (spiritual and physical).

The sam-Taeguk stands for three states of being: Heaven,
Earth and Man. Heaven represents the spiritual, Earth is the
physical and Man is the intermediary who embodies both the

spiritual and physical.
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The wreath and lettering in gold symbolize honor and excellence.

During the commemorative period, the nation will honor the Korean War veterans
for the sacrifices they made to ensure a free and democratic South Korea.

50th Anniversary of the Korean War Commemoration Committee

1213 Jefferson Davis Highway
Crystal Gateway 4 - Suite 702 - Arlington, VA 22202

Voice: (703) 604-0831

- Fax: (703) 604-0833

http://korea50.army.mil

Turning Points in American History

The Korean War, 1950-1953

Lesson Overview

In the years following World War Il the traditional world order
underwent fundamental changes. International peacetime alliances
among countries realigned themselves along Cold War boundaries—
Democratic nations against Communist regimes—and former colonies
gained independence. The United States abandoned its traditional
isolationist policies and helped rebuild a war-torn world. The United
Nations (U.N.), an organization of sovereign nations, was established
in the aftermath of the devastating war to help stabilize international
relations and to help find solutions to international problems or
disputes.

It was during this period that the seeds of the Korean War were
sown. In the closing stages of World War II, the rivalry between the
United States and the Soviet Union led to the division of the Korean
Peninsula at the 38 Parallel, the Soviet Union occupying the area
north of the 38™ Parallel and the United States that to the south.
What was originally created as a temporary expedient became a
line of political confrontation establishing North Korea as a Soviet
satellite state and aligning South Korea with America. In June 1950,
North Korea attempted to reunify the country through military
means. To repel that unprovoked aggression, the U.N., comprised
of a collective force of 22 nations, quickly took steps to maintain
an independent South Korea. After three years of destructive warfare
an armistice was reached in July 1953 between the U.N. Command
and the North Korean and Chinese Communist forces. However,
no permanent peace agreement has ever been reached and the
Korean Peninsula remains divided along a four- kilometer-wide and
249-kilometer-long Demilitarized Zone.

Because the Korean War occurred in a period of unprecedented
international and domestic change, the policies and practices
established during the war served as turning points in American
history. The following curriculum guide provides examples of such
key events and the means by which to learn more about them.

Lesson Objectives

Students will be able to:

1. Explain how events during the Korean War served as turning
points in American history.

2. Describe how the Korean War experience affected American
society, government policies, and international relations and in
turn how the American military reflected changes in American
society.

3. Describe the role the Korean War played in establishing American
Cold War policy.

4. Discuss the unique sacrifice of Korean War veterans in helping
preserve the freedom of a people they did not know and relate
that idea to America’s founding beliefs.

Preparation

Have students read an overview of the Korean War in the following
suggested sources:

« Matloff, Maurice, ed. American Military History (1985),
pp. 545571, can be found at http://www.army.mil/cmh-pg/
books/amh/amh-25.htm.

« Millett, Allan and Peter Maslowski. For the Common Defense:
A Military History of the United States of America (1984),
pp. 471-507.

Have students look for specific examples of their chosen topics in
the following books:

« Blair, Clay. The Forgotten War: Americans in Korea (1987).

« Fehrenbach, T.R. This Kind of War: A Study in Unpreparedness
(1963).

+ Visit the official 50th Anniversary of the Korean War website at
http://korea50.army.mil.

Important Issues of the Korean War Era

The Korean War as a Turning Point
in American Cold War Policy
« Identify these major ideas, events, and people relating to the
beginning of the Cold War. What is the signifiance of each?
Yalta
Potsdam
Marshall Plan
National Security Act of 1947
NSC-68
Stalin/Truman relationship
George Kennan
Containment
Truman Doctrine
Iron Curtain
Democracy versus Communism (political systems)
Capitalism versus Socialism (economic systems)
Military Industrial Complex

+ How did the Korean War help establish Cold War thoughts and
ideas in American foreign policy?

+ Discuss examples of the extension of these concepts in the 19605
and 1970s.

+ View segments of CNN Cold War series that are important to
your topic and visit the accompanying website at
http://cnn.com/SPECIALS/cold.war/.

« Visit the Cold War International History Project’s website at
http://cwihp.si.edu/ where you can obtain the most recent
scholarship on the Cold War and Korean War.

Sources:

Ambrose, Stephen. Rise to Globalism (1986).

Brands, H.W. The Devil We Knew: Americans and the Cold

War (1993).

Gaddis, John L. The United States and the Origins of the Cold
War, 1941-1947 (1972).

Lafeber, Walter. America, Russia, and the Cold War, 1945-1984:
A Quarter Century of American Foreign Policy (1974).

Whelan, Richard. Drawing the Line: The Korean War, 1950-1953
(1990).
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Match the 1950’s Era Flag to the Country

1. Australia 4. Colombia
2. Belgium 5. Denmark
3. Canada 6. Ethiopia

The Korean War as a Turning Point
in Korean-American Relations
Discuss examp
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« Governmental
- Military
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+ Korean Democratic Government
. al (immigration)
« Cultural

+ What

s in Korean-American relations

Sources:
Library of Congres:
992) http://lcweb:

“ountry Study
krtoc.html.

The Korean

societ i to a wealth of information
on the relation outh Korea and the
United States.

The Korean Embassy in America has a website at
http://wwa.koreaemb.org/ that contains official
government sources explaining the topics listed
above.

The Korean War as a Turning Point in Korean History
at differences exist between current day North and
South Korea?

How has South Korea changed economically, socially,
and governmentally since the Korean Wa

Explore and ss the impact of an arm agreement
versus a genuine peace treaty on the relationship between
the two K¢ S.

Sources:
The sources listed for the first activity also contain
resources that are specifically related to the Republic of
Korea.

First Military Use of United Nations Forces in

Wartime

+ Examine the establishment of the U.N. and determine
how the use of force fits into its charter.

Explain why the Soviet Union did not vote on the use of
U.N. f s on the Korean Peninsula in June 1950.

Identify the U.N. countries that contributed to the

force that fought in the Korean War and determine
reasons those countries chose to do so. How would their
policies be different today?

+ How did cultural differences among U.N. participants
affect the effectiveness of the fighting force?

+ How are U.N.
conflicts?

used in today’s international

Sources:
Department of Public Information. United Nation:
Yearbook of the United Nations (1950-1954).

The U.N. website, htt Www.un.org, contains a significant
amount of historical and resource suggestions.

Republic of Korea, Ministry of Defense. The History of the

Nations Involved in the Korean War
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United Nations Participants in the Korean War

7. France 10. India
8. Great Britain 11. ltaly
9. Greece 12. Luxembourg

United Nations Forces in the Korean War, 6 vols. (1972

Cooling, Benjamin. “Allied Interoperability in the
Korean W Military Review (June 1983).

Limited Nature of Korean War Versus Total War
+ Compare and contrast the concepts of total and limited
warfare.

‘ar declared? Compare and contrast
I'and Il with the

Jhat role did Congress play in involving the United
s in each conflict?

How was President Truman’s firing of General MacArthur
an example of the difference of opinion of limited versus
total warfar

How was American participation in the Vietnam War
and the Gulf War established? Compare that with the
Korean War and World Wars I and II.

+ How was the Korean War a precedent for later arm
conflicts?

Sources:
MacDonald, Callum. Korea. The War Before Vietham
(1986).
Hastings, Max. The Korean War (1987).

Innovations of the Korean War
+ Choose an innovation to come out of the Korean War.
Report on your choice to the class. Suggestions:
MASH units
Jet aircraft
ar theater rotations
United States Air Force’s first war as a separate service
Psychological warfare

How did civilian society benefit from the technological
innovations of the Korean War?

How did the American military establishment and private
corporations work together to make these innovations
used widely?

What impact did these innovations have on the military
and its strategy?

How did the Korean War effect the establishment of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)?

Contact a local military installation public affai
visit some of the more recent military innovatiot

Visit the websites of the military services to learn more about
the innovatior

http://www.af.mil/

http://www.history.navy.mil/

http://www.uscg.mil/

http://www.usmc.mil/history
http://www.army.mil/cmh-pg/

United Nations Flag

13. Netherlands
14. New Zealand
15. Norway

Integration of the Armed Forces
Read the Executive Order 9981 that integrated the
ican armed forces. What impact order have
on changing the racial composition in the armed forces?

How did the actual implementation of the Executive
Order during the Korean War alter the experiences of
African Ar ns in the military?

at changes were of ociety that
fostered changes in the military?

How did the integration of the armed forces affect social
mores?

/hat problems existed in the military even after units
were integrated?

Interview a minority Korean War veteran with the assistance
of the National Association for Black Veterans, Inc.,
1-800-842-4597 or nabvets@eexecpc.com.

Sources:
The Truman Library website at http://www.truman
library. has many primary docum xamining the
integration of the Armed Forces. Click on “Digital Archives
and Photographs”, then on “Desegregation of the Armed
Forces”, then on “Browse the Chronological Ind

The National Archives and Records Administration als:
has documents on this subject available through its National
Archives Information Locator (NAIL) at
http://www.nara.gov/nara/nail.html.

illiam Hammond, and Geo
er, White Army: The 24th Infantry
egiment in Korea (1996). An executive summary can be
found at http://www.army.mil/cmh-pg/24th.htm.

Gropman, Alan L. The Air Force Integrates, 1945-1964
(1978).

MacGregor, Morris Jr. Integration of the Armed Forces,
1940-1965 (1981).

Rishell, Lyle. With a Black Platoon in Combat: A Year in
K (1993).

Woodward, C. Vann. The Strange Career of Jim Crow
(1966).

, Richard. One Na le: Class, Race,
and Ethnicity in the United States since 1938 (1984).

Prisoners of War
+ Read about Korean s and determine how
i i of the Korean War were expl

by the Communis
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Three national flags have changeed since the
Korean War:

I
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Canada

United States South Africa

Fill in the country 13.
by its number 14.
1. 15.

16. Philippines 19. Sweden 22. United States
17. South Africa 20. Thailand
18. South Korea 21. Turkey

« Read the Executive Order 10631 (amended in 1988 by
s 21 ender-neutral

+ How did the changes in the Code of Conduct for prisoners
ablished after the Korean
uring the Vietnam War? The Gulf War? The situation
in 19992

Sources:
Blair, Clay. Beyond Courage: Escape Tales of Airmen in
the Korean (1957).
Brown, Wallace, L. The Endless Hours: My Two and a
Half Years as a Prisoner of the Chinese mmunists (1961).

Hunter, Edward. Brainwashing: The Story of Men Who
Defied It (1¢ 1960).

McLaurin, R, ed. Military Propaganda: Psychological
Warfare and Operations (1982).

Stephen E. Psywarfare in Korea, 1950-1953 (1992).

Vizzard, William Raymond. Prisoner of War Policy in
Relation to Changing Concepts of War (1961).

Weintraub, Stanley
Battle in a Prisoner- Hospital Camp (1976).
Numerous articles were written on the subject in periodicals
(Reader’s Digest, Atlantic Monthly . . .) during the

and can be found through searches of the Reader’s Guide
to Periodical Literature.

The Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel
Office website has information on recent research efforts
on the subject. http://www.dtic.mil/dpmo/.

The American Ex-Prisoners of War veterans organization
could also prove a valuable resource. It is located in

Arlington, Texas, (817 79.

Korean War Reference Map
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